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Sarakasi 2010…..the beginning of a new decade
It is only when we look back that we can see how far we’ve come. The beginning of 2010 
began the second decade of the new millennium which was heralded in the year 2000, the 
same year that marked the unofficial beginnings of Sarakasi. Just as we cannot now imagine 
a world without iPods, neither can we imagine a world without Sarakasi! Yet in 1999 neither 
had been conceived. From our humble beginnings in 2000, with our first cultural exchange, 
to where we are in 2010 is a tribute to not only our trustees, staff and management but 
to our donors, old and new, who have supported us through thick and thin and continue to 
support us as we head towards the end of our first decade.

Worldwide the ‘noughties’ was 
marked by many milestones, both 
good and bad. From the rise of 
terrorism and the global economic 
crisis to the information technology 
explosion and the current Wiki 
leaks phenomenon. Closer to home 
Kenya descended into violence 
following the 2007 election and 
then in 2010 voted peacefully in 

favour of a new constitution, which 
it is hoped will change Kenya’s 
future for the better. Sarakasi 
similarly experienced its own 
milestones during this decade, 
among them were:

2000:  First Cultural Exchange
2001:  Formal establishment of  
 Sarakasi Trust

2002:  Establishment of   
 Sarakasi training   
 program
2003:  Establishment of   
 Sarakasi office at   
 Go-Down Arts    
 Centre
2005:  Establishment of Sawa   
 Sawa record label
2006: North Sea Jazz salutes   
 Nairobi, Hospital Project
2007: Mundial, JMI and Umoja  
  partnerships; Sawa Sawa  
 festival; Ghetto Radio on  
 air
2008 Opening of SarakasiDome
2009:  Amani Circus Project,   
 Africa Yoga project
2010: Talanta Project, Amani  
 Movement and    
 Fredkorpset (FK) 
 Norway partnership.

To think it was only ten years ago, in 
December 2000, that we organised 
our first cultural exchange when 
the Black Jambo Acrobats travelled 
to the Netherlands, when now we 
have artists whizzing around the 
globe 12 months of the year from 
Shanghai to Johannesburg to Kabul 
and back again. It is only when we 
look back………
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Sarakasi Trust is not just about arts and culture or 
entertainment for entertainment sake. One of the objectives 
of the Trust is to empower our artistes economically, ‘arts 
and culture for economic development’. 

Over the years there has been 
tremendous growth in the area 
of local shows especially for our 
dancers which not only serves the 
purpose of promoting arts but also 
creation of employment for a lot of 
young people who have dedicated 
themselves full time to doing dance 
and acrobatics. This has become a 
vibrant economic industry. 
International exchanges too 

have contributed significantly 
to economic transformation of 
acrobats and artistes. Acrobats 
who once lived in the slums 
(without decent housing as mere 
tenants) are now landlords and 
have become respected members 
of their communities.
Here are some success stories in 
their own words……

RENEE
‘I am very passionate about dance. After the break up of a rap group I used to dance 
for, my aunt suggested I try out at Sarakasi. I auditioned and got through. I was living 
with my grandmother, after a year I earned enough money to move out. I am now able to 
support my daughter who is at boarding school and I have performed abroad in countries 
such as The Netherlands, India and China. I believe that you should love what you do… it’s 
not about the money! My advice to girls out there is to follow your heart and never put 
yourself down and always believe in yourself…..the only failure in life is the failure to try.’



2010: The year that was…..
In contrast to 2009, which was a year for belt tightening and 
healing and reconciliation, 2010 was a year of consolidation 
and growth. We consolidated our permanent presence in 
Ngara by again holding the majority of the events of the 
Sawa Sawa festival at our home, the Dome, and Ngara 
continues to benefit from our presence in the area. We 
grew in many ways, with the addition of new programmes 
and new partnerships. Key events of 2010: 

•	 Consolidation of WAPI at the Dome

•	 Start of the Talanta Program

•	 Another highly successful Sawa Sawa Festival 
in partnership with Transparency International 
and KISS TV

•	 Daughters of Africa premiere performance at 
the Dome

•	 Consolidation and growth of the Hospital 
project and Africa Yoga project

•	 The arrival of the United Culture for 
Development Secretariat at the Dome

•	 The beginning of the Amani Lazima project

•	 The Umoja exchange program at the Dome

•	 Sarakasi artistes tour to Shanghai

•	 Sarakasi trainer to Afghanistan

•	 Participation in the Samosa festival

•	 Participation in the Hay Festival

•	 Dubbelleuk School Tour

•	 Upgrading of Dome facilities, including, new 
floor in the dance studio and new stage

•	 Membership of FK Norway
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JAMES
‘When I finished high school I formed a group which 
focused on uplifting youth via dance, music, acrobatics and 
art. We did not have a place of our own to rehearse. 
In 2002 we found the newly opened Sarakasi Trust at 
the Go Down Art Centre where acrobats and dancers 
went to practice and share skills. Most groups went 
to train there one or two days a week but I opted to 
go every day. I am now the assistant acrobatics co-
ordinator and trainer for Sarakasi at the Dome. I have 
learnt sign language, become a trainer for out reach 
programs, I have performed both locally and abroad and 
have given workshops in Afghanistan, The Netherlands, 
Ghana, Ethiopia, South Africa, Uganda and Tanzania. I 
believe that if you give to this world, the world will 
give to you. My advice to the youth is to follow your 
hearts desires and never let anyone put you down and 
remain positive to the world!’



NeW NEtworks/Partnerships 2010
2010 brought with it the arrival new partnerships and the 
consolidation of existing ones. It goes without saying that 
our ongoing partnerships with our core sponsors and 
partners are the key to our success. New partnerships 
are equally vital and this year they included; 

Sarakasi became the new home for the United Cultures for 
Development (UCD) who established a Secretariat at the 
Dome. UCD is a network of 11 partners from Africa, Asia, 
Latin America and Europe whose vision is to work in arts and 
culture to contribute positively to development. It does this 
through various activities such as capacity building, fostering 
cultural entrepreneurship, exchanges, lobby and advocacy. 
Thus Sarakasi was the perfect fit to partner with UCD and 
become part of the committee instrumental in establishing 
the Secretariat. Sarakasi’s role of nurturing cultural diversity 
through its festivals and exchanges will be enhanced by the 
hosting of the UCD Secretariat as Sarakasi now expects to 
host even more exchanges and to increase its already rich 
network of artistes and arts organisations from around the 
world.

A new partnership with 
Fredkorpset (FK) Norway 
(the Norwegian Peace 
Corps), who partner with 
various countries around 
the world (in particular, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Kenya and Norway for 
the purposes of our 
exchange) and whose 
objective is to build 
on existing capacities. 
Through this partnership 
we have been rewarded 
already with a dance 
trainer at the Dome 
who will be with us for 
eighteen months. Next 
year an acrobat trainer 
from Norway will arrive 
for an extended stay at 
the Dome and we will 
send our own trainer 
to Norway. This new 
partnership will lead to 
sustainable activities 
and will assist greatly 
in bringing new skills to 
Sarakasi artistes.

We have outsourced the management of the Sawa Sawa Bar 
at the Dome and have formed a partnership with the new 
management and will continue to be involved in its continued 
success.
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The addition of Transparency International to the Sawa Sawa 
Festival added a new dimension to the event making it 
highly relevant to the situation in Kenya in the lead up to the 
referendum on the new constitution. 

 
We continued our 
relationship, formed 
in 2009, with the Slum 
Talent Trust (STT) by 
joining forces with STT 
and Cultural Video 
Foundation to produce 
a DVD/CD package by 
the Wafalme Kidz, the 
youth group sensation 
from the slums of 
Nairobi. Following the 
devastating earthquake 
in Haiti in January 2010, 
the Wafalme Kidz felt 
that they should do 
something to support 
their counterparts in 
Haiti. This resulted in the 
production of ‘Kidz 4 Kidz 
in Haiti’ DVD, supported 
by UNON, UNEP, UN-
HABITAT and UNICEF.
Consolidation and 
continuation of existing 
parntner networks: 
UCDN, Umoja and 
Jeunesses Musicale 
International

Our first involvement 
with the Samosa 
Festival will not be 
our last. We look 
forward to continuing 
our involvement in 
this exciting biennial 
Asian/fusion festival 
which brings African, 
Eastern and Western 
communities together all 
over Nairobi to celebrate 
race, cultural and ethnic 
difference and to 
partnering with Samosa 
for Sawa Sawa 2011.

The establishment of 
WAPI@SARAKASI has 
brought us a rewarding 
partnership with Crown 
Paints Kenya and the 
American Embassy 
Nairobi. 



Despite our continued growth, expansion into new areas 
and forays to exotic destinations, our core principles and 
philosophies are unchanged. 

At heart Sarakasi remains 
committed to promoting public 
awareness, appreciation and 
access to acrobatics, music and 
dance at home in Kenya and into 
East Africa and beyond. As such 
our training program, established 
in 2002, continues to work with 
hundreds of young people around 
Nairobi in our extensive training 
and capacity building program. 
Significantly, due to our training 
program, most of our artistes 
hail from the slums of Nairobi, 
therefore fulfilling our vision of 
arts and culture for a better world. 
The Africa Yoga Project, Sarakasi 
Trust Hospital Project, the 
Dubbelleuk informal schools 
training, and the Talanta outreach 
are part of the outreach.
The training program is split into 

four levels of ascending skills. Level 
1 involves outreach training in 
acrobatics and dance to thousands 
of young people living in informal 
settlements and low-income 
neighbourhoods, mainly in and 
around Nairobi. Level 2 training 
takes place at the Dome through 
daily sessions and workshops for 
a few hundred mostly young adult 
trainees. It involves performance 
as well as social development and 
life skills training. Level 3 training 
features some fifty professional 
performers who have risen above 
the initial two stages and are 
deemed ready to take on local 
and international stages. Level 
4 is the final level and involves 
the selection and training of the 
professional performers to serve 
as trainers in the outreach level. 

Back to Basics – Training and Capacity Building

SAMMY
‘I failed my high school, but got accepted in a college anyway.  I did not have enough 
money to pay for it so I went looking for different jobs. One day I went to industrial 
area to apply for a job as a technician when I found Sarakasi at the Godown Art Centre.  
I watched the dancers and I asked if I could join and so I did. I trained for 9 months 
and I became a dancer. Sarakasi helped me to understand myself through the dance 
training program and later when they helped me to study dance in South Africa for one 
year. Now I am a trained choreographer shaping the minds and techniques of dancers at 
Sarakasi. I believe that hard work pays off and my advice to dancers out there is to be 
clever and to use your mind to be a dancer with a difference’.
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Audience Building

The TI Sawa Sawa 
Festival 2010
Traditionally the annual 
Sawa`Sawa Festival has been 
held over a single weekend, but 
in 2010 the fourth edition of the 
music extravaganza ran for five 
days, from May 26th at the Dome 
before culminating in a concert at 
Kasarani Stadium on May 30th. 
This year also saw Transparency 
International (TI), the anti-
corruption watchdog, come on 
board to partner with the event to 
conduct civic education on good 
governance dubbed ‘Wajibika 
Sasa: Fighting Corruption Begins 
With You.’ 
The event was well covered in the 
press through a concerted media 
and PR campaign leading up to 

the Festival which ensured the 
Festival’s success.
Over 120,000 people attended 
the five days of this year’s 
Festival to witness over 36 bands 
and performers, both local and 
international. The headline act was 
the Jamaican reggae legend Don 
Carlos, who became famous locally 
for the just a Passing Glance hit 
song. A staggering 120,000 people 
turned up at Kasarani Stadium 
to dance the day away to Carlos 
and the Dub Vision Band and the 
curtain-raising acts, that included, 
Aluta Continua (Jamaica), Bafu 
Chafu, Ousmane, Dotty Family 
Deejays, MC Njambi (Kenya) and 
Batuque Batucuda and Zelia 
Duncan (Brazil).
Not only did the festival provide 
non-stop entertainment for the 
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MAURICE
‘I left school after primary because we didn’t have 
enough money. I joined a group of gangsters and became 
one of Nairobi’s most wanted criminals. My saving grace 
came in the form of football for which I showed a 
lot of talent. When I was playing football in Europe for 
Mathare under 16s we were entertained by a group of 
musicians which triggered my love for drums. I started 
playing the drums and joined a group called ‘Urban Era’ 
who toured China on behalf of the Kenyan government. 
I joined Sarakasi in 2003 and they have kept me alive 
by keeping me so busy that I left gang life and started 
to make positive changes through my work. The money 
I earned from a tour to the States enabled me to 
develop myself and my family. I have moved out of the 
slums, I have built a house for my parents and made 
them self-sufficient, I put my younger brother through 
journalism school and he now works for Super Sport, 
I have formed a youth group in Eastland to promote 
change and positive living. I believe that you have to 
work hard to survive and that nothing comes easy and 
that only people can influence other people to change.’ 

huge crowds, it also provided, 
in the week leading up to the 
festival, capacity building 
opportunities through exchanges 
of ideas between international 
and local artistes and workshops 
organised by Sarakasi and TI 
targeting members of the public, 
including youth and women. The 
workshops focused on providing 
comprehensive information on 
the draft constitution with regard 
to the accountability mechanisms 
it proposed to safeguard against 
corruption and abuse of office. All 
artists and MCs were briefed on 
the theme of the festival and were 
asked to communicate the subject 
matter with the audiences during 
their performances. E.g. ‘It’s your 
constitution, it’s your choice, it’s 
your future!’ 
It would be nice to think that the 
2010 TI Sawa Sawa Festival played 
some small part in the resulting 
success of the referendum, which 
saw Kenyans turn out in their 
numbers to vote ‘Yes’ to the 
proposed Constitution.

WAPI@SARAKASI
In 2010 the monthly WAPI@
SARAKASI sessions at the Dome 
continued to provide an invaluable 
platform for talented youth to 
showcase their creativity, including 
musicians, writers, poets, rappers, 
film makers, graffiti artists, 
painters, fashion and graphic 
designers, illustrators, sculptors 
and photographers. The range of 
artists, and their varying talents, 
truly incorporates the WAPI vision 

of artists using words and pictures. 
By housing WAPI at the Dome, 
Sarakasi offers new and different 
platforms to both WAPI and 
Sarakasi artists. The approximately 
1500 young people at every 
monthly event cut across all class 
backgrounds and as such provide a 
broader audience for the WAPI and 
Sarakasi artists. WAPI@SARAKASI 
looks set for continued success 
in 2011 with funding already 
secured from Crown Paints and the 
American Embassy, Nairobi.



Local Shows, Tours and 
Cultural Exchanges

Locally, the Sarakasi dancers and 
acrobats, dubbed the Sarakasi 
All Stars, have become a strong 
brand due to which Sarakasi has 
been able to secure performances 
within Nairobi, Kenya and region 
(Ethiopia, Uganda, Rwanda and 
Tanzania). 
This group of about 50 artists (level 
3 and 4) earned a sustainable 
monthly income. Sarakasi’s 
client data base consists of over 
45 clients including cultural 
institutions, embassies, schools, 
event companies, fashion houses, 
Deejay collectives, night clubs, 
artists, media houses, travel 
agencies and so on. 
Also, the Sarakasi All Stars are 
included where possible on the 
Sarakasi platforms like Sawa Sawa 
Festival, Wapi, Amani Lazima and 
other Dome productions.

Since our inception in 2000/2001 
it has been our goal to identify 
festivals, performance schools 
and programs/contracts around 
the world to improve the skill-
sets of our artistes, to enhance 
international visibility and raise the 
earning levels of our performers. 

This includes the introduction 
of a wide array of international 
performers and instructors to 
provide supplementary training. 
A look back over the last ten years 
shows that with every passing 
year the schedule becomes more 
crowded. 2010 was no exception…..

SYLVESTER
‘I used to be a drug addict and I also drank a lot. I quit drugs in 2003 but it took me 
a long time to quit drinking as well. When I started to dance at Sarakasi I was one of 
the founders of the Sarakasi dancers. That was in March 2003. Sarakasi has taught me 
to be independent, to be a teacher and a choreographer. When I first came to Sarakasi 
I did not know any of these things so I am very grateful for them teaching me. I have 
been in Sarakasi for 9 years now. In the near future I am thinking about opening my own 
dance school for kids from 7 years to around 14 years. Now I am a sober person, I am 
married with two children and I am able to pay my rent and bills. I recently opened my 
own health club and I can take care of my siblings who depend on me. I believe that a 
million steps start with one single step. If you work hard and be determined and love 
what you do you can reach anywhere’.
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January
One of our dancers, Sammy Gian, 
left for a year to study dance at 
Moving Into Dance Mopatong in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. The 
incredible Daughters of Africa 
arrived at the Dome to prepare 
for their European tour. The 
12 female singers and 6 band 
members are made up of artists 
from South Africa, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, Zambia, Tanzania, 
Malawi, Cameroon, Kenya and 
Nigeria. Sarakasi facilitated their 
selection and tryout last year so 
it was fitting that their upcoming 
show was produced and premiered 

at the Dome. Other incoming 
visitors in January were Lieke van 
der Schoot from the Netherlands 
for a six-month events and artist 
management internship and 
numerous Kenyan artistes for a 
series of juggling workshops with 
Anna and Frix, which continued 
till March. These artistes also 
conducted outreach programs 
for children in the schools in the 
Nairobi slums.

February

The seven musicians of Mpacha 
Africa performed at Sauti Za 
Busara on the famed spice island 
of Zanzibar while our Director 
found herself in the equally exotic 
destination of Bolivia for a Mundial 
Partner Meeting. On February the 
16th the ‘Daughters of Africa’ Show 
had its grand premiere together 
with a send-off cocktail party. It 
was stunningly good! Sarakasi 
welcomed Ines Mallman to Nairobi 
for a 6-month event management 
internship.

March
 Our director, never one to sit still, 
travelled Mozambique with the 
Sarakasi Dance co-ordinator for an 
FK partner meeting; a new donor 
facilitating cultural exchanges 
between partners and teachers 
thus building on the sustainability 
of organizations and their 
programs.

April
Volunteers, Mark Arellius (dance) 
and Becka Whelan (funding 
and research) arrived for their 
extended stays in our vibrant city. 
Mark was with us till October and 
Becka till July. 



May
The mighty five men of ‘Mighty 
Jambo’ acrobatic troupe left on 
their yearly sojourn to Butlins 
Bourne Leisure holiday resorts 
to once again wow the crowds of 
English summer holiday-makers 
while events management intern 
Chris Lopez arrived in Kenya just in 
time for our winter months and to 
help with the TI Sawa Sawa Festival. 
Raphael Onyango and Steven 
Nyagah departed for a month to 
the Netherlands on behalf of the 
Koch FM Fashion Project, invited 
by Mundial Productions. Four 
of our dancers and three of our 
acrobats performed in Oman at 
the end of May while our biggest 
event of the year, the TI Sawa Sawa 
Festival, kicked off on May 26th at 
the Dome.

June
Festival Mundial invited eight 
Wafalme Kidz, accompanied by our 
choreographer, to perform over a 
week at the Netherlands Festival. 
The Wafalme Kidz have come a long 
way from their homes in the Nairobi 
slums and are rapidly building 
on their successes of last year 
which culminated in them winning 
the MTV Global Climate Change 
Award. Mutheu Mbondo could 
also be found at Festival Mundial 

in her role as Candidate for the 
United Cultures for Development 
Secretariat to Festival Mundial and 
Washika, our acrobat co-ordinator, 
and six members of the Black 
Angels acrobatic troupe returned 
to Italy to perform at the San Leo 
Festival. 

July
Washika jetted off again, this time 
with the six Pamoja Acrobats, for a 
month-long Mundial Productions 
contract in at the Tilburg based 
Safari Park, the Beekse Bergen, 
as well as the famous leisure park, 
the Efteling. Arriving in Kenya 
were events management intern, 
Alexander Gielen and juggler 
extraordinaire, Arthur Kentie for a 
further series of workshops from 
July to November.
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September
After a relatively quiet August, 
September took up the slack 
with seven Sarakasi artistes 
participation in the Story Moja 
Hay Festival, the Samosa Festival 
as well as the Laikipia Highland 
Games, where twelve members of 
the Talanta project got to shine. 
The action did not stop there as our 
choreographer, our Director and 
fourteen dancers took off to China 
for the Shanghai Arts Festival. The 
performers were so well received 
they have been invited back for 
a series of performances in 2011, 
as well as to participate in the bi-
annual Shanghai Baoshan Folk Art 
Exchange. To cap off an extremely 
busy month, United Cultures 
for Development established a 
permanent secretariat at the 
Dome with representative Mutheu 
Mbondo and, finally, American 
intern Kelsey arrived.

      October

The Dubbelleuk Nairobi Schools 
Tour resumed in October 
involving twenty-five non formal 
(slum based) primary schools, 
ten dancers, ten acrobats, two 
Sarakasi co-ordinators and 
musicians Jua Cali and Daddy 
Owen. Another outreach program 
began this month, sponsored by 
Anno’s Africa, when the Sarakasi 
Trust trainers spent a month 
at Spurgeon’s School in Kibera. 
Incoming guests were Natalia and 
Saffia for a month’s silk and hoop 
training at the Dome for Sarakasi, 
also courtesy of Anno’s Africa.  
Pelina Pedro from Mozambique 
began what will be over a year 
and a half of dance training at 
the Dome as a result of our new 
partnership with FK Norway. A 
very excited James Njunge, our 

assistant acrobatic coordinator, 
left for a 6-week training workshop 
in Afghanistan. James’ mission was 
to assist in improving the skills of 
the boy acrobats of the Mobile Mini 
Circus for Children (MMCC) which 
has three permanent centres in 
Kabul, Herat and Bamyan. 

November
The Umoja Exchange program 
facilitated a week’s worth of 
workshops, performances and 
touring by five acrobats, nine 
dancers and two trainers, in 
Ethiopia, Kenya and Tanzania. Two 
of these shows were successfully 
held at the Dome on the 23rd and 
24th of November.

December
Acrobatic trainer, James Njunge, 
attended a week long seminar on 
Social Circus in the Netherlands 
and, squeezing in her final air 
miles for the year, our Director 
was invited by SR Com to study 
the logistics at the crossover free 
beach concert at Copacabana, 
Rio de Janiero. The concert was 
attended by two million people!



Ten years since our first cultural exchange…. 
look at us now! 

For six weeks in October and November 2010James 
Njunge Wangui (Sarakasi acrobats and circus teacher) 
engaged over 100 boys in a series of acrobatics and 
circus workshops in Kabul, Afghanistan.  
Despite a lot of warnings and discouragements from 
family and some friends nothing could have stopped 
him from going. James has no regrets about his decision 
to go, despite witnessing a suicide bombing, and said 
that his time in Kabul will forever remain in his heart. 
James hopes to return in the future. Inshallah!

Soldier of Peace.....
James in Afghanistan

Travel Agent: ’Good 
evening sir! Can I help 
you?’ 

James: (Smiling) ‘Good 
evening, I would like to 
book Afghanistan travel 
Insurance”  

Travel Agent: (Amazed) 
“Afghanistan?” (Shouting 
to her colleagues) 
“Excuse me guys! 
Do we really insure 
Afghanistan?” They 
all look at me and 
start checking their 
computers.

“Are you a soldier? “

James: “Not really…but 
I am a soldier of peace 
via performing arts and 
culture.”

Travel Agent: “Oh! 
Actually we do insure 
Afghanistan…. the only 
place we don’t insure in 
Asia is Iraq.”

James: “Thnx God!” I said 
to myself. 
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Upgrading of Dome facilities

As the Dome is becoming more popular and known, 
bookings for the Dome’s spaces steadily increased 
in 2010. The Trusts client data base varies between 
youth groups, event companies, churches, schools and 
individuals who book the spaces for concerts, plays, 
corporate events, evening rehearsals, weddings, 
birthday parties and so on. Maintenance of the facilities 
included upgrading and renovation of the floors on 
the stage and in the dance studio; theatre seating 
in the hall, installation of additional sound and lighting 
equipments including wiring and a new back yard store. 
Towards the end of the year Sarakasi Trust employed 
a Manager Events, Projects and Facilities to assist with 
marketing and bookings, running and maintenance of 
the facilities as well as overseeing the administration 
of the artist’s bookings.



Special Projects

TALANTA PROJECT
We are very excited about our new project – the Talanta Project 
(Talanta is Kiswahili for ‘talent’) – which began in January 2010. 
Founded by the Disability Millennium Foundation and Sarakasi 
Trust, this pilot project involves training, capacity building and 
performance opportunities for blind and visually impaired 
musicians and deaf acrobats and dancers recruited from informal 
settlements and slums and in the process alleviating poverty. 
The project’s mission is to protect and promote differently abled 
people’s rights and advocate for their proven abilities, gifts, 
talents and bequest in society. Currently there are seventeen 
deaf acrobats/dancers and five blind musicians. This inspirational 
group of artists have already performed to much acclaim at the 
TI Sawa Sawa Festival and the Laikipia Highland Games held in 
September, where one member won the trophy for best 400m 
athlete! Not content with these achievements, the musicians are 
in the process of recording a CD. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the project sponsor Cordaid Netherlands.
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HOSPITAL PROJECT  

The Sarakasi Trust Hospital Project initiative started 
in 2006 in The Mater Hospital. The program offers 
tailor made creative and educative activities to 
contribute towards a positive and meaningful stay 
for hospitalized children.
In 2010 our team of 8 creative artists continued to 
reach out to Kenyatta National Hospital, Mbagathi 
District Hospital, Nairobi Children’s Remand Home 
and CTC Malaika Kids. We introduced our program 
to four additional locations – MSF Blue House HIV/
AIDS clinic in Mathare informal settlement, Light and 
Hope Day care Centre for the disabled in Korogocho 
informal settlement, Kamiti Prison Youth Correction 
Training Centre (YCTC) and the Nairobi Probation 
Hostel. Our holistic approach has not only contributed 
towards positive awareness of illness, but increased 
levels of self esteem and exposed hidden talents. 
This year we reached out to 15,000 children. Parents, 
adult patients and institutional staff also participated 
in our activities.
Other memorable moments in 2010 were:
First ever Parents Open Day at Kamiti – Youth 
Correction Training Center where inmates, under 
the guidance and training of our team, were able 
to stage performances for their parents, prison 
wardens and administrative staff.
The inclusion of members of the Talanta Project in 
our activities with two performing artists and one 
musician joining in. This valuable addition inspired not 
only the youth we are reaching out to but also our 
Hospital Project Team. It demonstrated to all that 
life’s challenges can be overcome even if you are 
visually or hearing impaired.
Several doctors and prison wardens joining in the fun 
by singing or playing the guitar.
The impact of our program can be summed up by the 
words of one sick child who said ‘Wow! You guys are 
amazing. If it wasn’t for you I don’t think I would have 
hope. I want to join you guys when I grow up!’
We are grateful to the core funder, Terre des 
Hommes Netherlands and all our other well wishers 
who continue to make this worthwhile project 
possible



AFRICA YOGA PROJECT 
Africa Yoga Project (AYP) began in 2007 as an experimental initiative of Sarakasi Trust. Using the 
transformative power of yoga to empower people and communities in Kenya, AYP delivers effective 
and innovative programs that foster peace, improve physical, emotion and mental well-being, 
facilitate self-sufficiency and create opportunities to learn and contribute through yoga.  
2010 saw much growth for the Africa Yoga Project. Through the first ever Vinyasa (flow) yoga 
teacher training in East Africa, we have trained, support and built capacity for forty five professional 
yoga teachers whom are teaching over one hundred and twenty free yoga classes per week in 
the informal settlements in Nairobi.  Through these yoga classes and workshops, we have reached 
thousands of youth and adults, empowering communities at risk to create healthy lives full of 
possibility. This year AYP initiated programs for survivors of sexual violence in Kibera, Sex workers in 
Milango and in Langata Women’s Prisons.  We have hosted over twenty separate workshops at the 
Sarakasi Dome – building capacity in peer education, hygiene, leadership and HIV/AIDs education. 
We have also contributed to the communities where we teach by providing school renovations, 
educational scholarships and feeding programs. 
Through the media and publicity received in 2010, Africa Yoga Project is changing the face of yoga 
and the healing arts in Kenya. Long to be assumed as services reserved for the elite, AYP is creating 
comprehensive access to holistic health services, therefore removing the barriers that separate 
class, tribe, age and gender.  
We are currently in production of a documentary called “Yoga for Unity” which explores how Africa 
Yoga Project is creating opportunities for healing in the post-election violence environment. AYO is 
registered in the USA as a 501-3C company and this way funds itself through well wishers.
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AMANI LAZIMA
Amani Lazima (‘peace is necessary’) started in December 2010 and Sarakasi is again partnering 
with the Royal Norwegian Embassy to continue the Amani Project activities throughout Kenyan 
communities. The original Amani Circus and Outreach program was initiated as a response to the 
post election violence in January 2008. The project concluded in 2009 having achieved its goal of 
peace and reconciliation through interactive performances with the Sarakasi artistes taking the 
role of ambassadors of peace. The new project shifts the focus from healing and reconciliation 
to practical outcomes such as cleaning up neighbourhoods and the identification of role models 
for local communities. The plan is that every month, for a period of one year, a different activity 
will be taken to a different community such as sport, music and workshops for women, involving 
grassroots community self-help youth initiatives in each community we visit. The first community 
we visited was Korogocho, where we worked with three youth groups, conducted four workshops 
and had a crowd of five thousand youth attend the final concert.



All sponsors great and small!

As always, mere words are inadequate to convey our appreciation to all our sponsors and partners, without 
whom our activities would not be possible, but we will try anyway….

Stichting DOEN (Netherlands), Royal Netherlands Embassy (Kenya), Mundial Productions (Netherlands), 
Fredkorpset (FK) (Norway), Umoja Cultural Flying Carpet  (Norway), Royal Norwegian Embassy (Kenya), 
Dubbelleuk Foundation (Netherlands), Terre des Hommes (Netherlands), Butlin’s Bourne Leisure (UK), USA 
Embassy (Kenya), Cordaid (Netherlands),  Jeunesse Musique Internationale (Belgium), HOPE Artists (USA), 
United Cultures for Development (Kenya/South Africa), British Council (Kenya), HIVOS (Netherlands), Africa 
Yoga Project (USA), UFO Supplies BV (Netherlands), Transparency International- Kenya (Kenya), Crown Paints 
(Kenya), USAID Uraia Grant (Kenya), Brazilian Embassy (Kenya), Brazilian Ministry of Culture (Brazil), KBC 
Channel 1 (Kenya), Metro FM - Kenya Broadcasting Company (Kenya), Capital 98.4 FM (Kenya), KISS FM, KISS 
TV, and Classic FM - Radio Africa Group (Kenya), Marketing Africa (Kenya), Windsor Hotel (Kenya), Events 
Sound and Lights (Kenya), Spark Africa (Kenya), KLM East Africa (Kenya), Concorde Motors (Kenya), Coca Cola 
East Africa (Kenya), Glory Safaris (Kenya), Let’s Circus (Australia/UK), Loes Vooijs (Netherlands), Theo Tobé 
(Netherlands), EOS Vision Kenya Ltd. (Kenya), Lanteerne Primary School Nijmegen (Netherlands), Pandelaar 
School Gemert (Netherlands), Lambertus School Someren, (Netherlands), MOV Someren (Netherlands), COS 
Eindhoven (Netherlands), Stichting Een Aarde Asten (Netherlands), Huawai Technologies Co. Ltd. (Kenya), 
Embassy of the Republic of China (Kenya), Sunrise (China), Zheng Fang Xu and Ming Wu (Kenya), Weiha Tang 
(Kenya), Tejcheve Foundation (Netherlands), SR Com, Rio de Janiero (Brazil), Jacoba van Egmond (Netherlands), 
Kieft Seeds (Netherlands), OZ Import BV (Netherlands), Simonis (Netherlands), Bosta BV, (Netherlands), Fresh 
Cargo Handling (Netherlands), Mr. And Mrs. Verwiel (Kenya), Hans and Wendy (Netherlands), Stichting Small 
Change (Netherlands), East Africa Women’s League (Kenya), Tribe Hotel (Kenya), private donors, well wishers 
and our amazing volunteers. 

Thank you one and all for your ongoing belief in our programs and our vision and for continuing to help us 
change lives!
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Special Mention

Extra special thanks must go to our core sponsors Stichting DOEN Netherlands, the Royal Netherlands’ Embassy 
Kenya and to Mundial Productions Netherlands who have helped us immeasurably with institutional building, 
WAPI and United Cultures for Development Network  for their assistance in our training and capacity building 
programs. Our thanks also to Terre des Hommes Netherlands, the core donor for our Hospital Project, 
Cordaid Netherlands, for funding Talanta, AYP USA for funding our Africa Yoga Project, HIVOS Netherlands, 
who keep supporting the Sawa Sawa Festival, our Norwegian partners, The Umoja Cultural Flying Carpet 
Norway and the Fredkorpset (FK) program, that is so instrumental to our cultural exchanges and artistic and 
institutional capacity building. Last, but not least, our thanks to the United States of America and the Royal 
Norwegian Embassies, who came on board in December 2010 to become the core funders of WAPI 2011 and 
Amani Lazima, respectively.

Looking Ahead
Looking ahead to 2011 we are very excited about a number of new projects and partnerships. 
In 2010, together with Events Sound and Lights (Kenya) and Wrico International (Jamaica) we laid the foundations 
for the establishment in 2011 of an event management company. This company has been conceived to be a 
market leader in bringing high quality, mega concerts to East Africa and beyond. It’s mission to raise the 
level of music and entertainment management focusing on East Africa. The project has received funding from 
Tejcheve Foundation Netherlands. 
After the commencement of the Amani Lazima project in December 2010 we look forward to continuing the 
project throughout 2011.
We are working towards becoming the East African hub of the global MasterPeace movement to be launched 
in September 2011.
We will continue the implementation of the Strategic Plan formulated in 2008 which has already proved a 
success. The aim of consolidation and expansion was clearly adhered to in 2010 and will again be followed in 
2011 and beyond. 
The ongoing upgrading of the Dome and its facilities will continue into the future. In 2010 we met our goals 
in this regard with the addition of new seating, new dance floor and stage and 2011 will bring continued 
improvements.
We will continue to capitalise on the use of our Dome facilities through renting out of offices, auditorium, 
studios, cocktail venue and Sawa Sawa Bar – all of which were effectively utilised in 2010.
We will continue to build on our strengths such as our strong brand, creative productions and high level of 
organisational skills and meet our challenges such as achieving adequate, sustainable and predictable financial 
resources and to expand to other cities with clear strategies on scope reach and participation.
We will further consolidate existing networks and partnerships and use every opportunity to form new ones 
thereby ensuring that Sarakasi is recognised as a leading partner in arts and culture in East Africa and beyond.

Cultural Flying        Carpet



In 2010 US $ 1,067,023 was generated in 
our accounts from the following sources:
  KSH   US $ 

Brought forward from 2009  10,553,552   133,168 

Income 2010  

Royal Netherlands Embassy - Nairobi  17,150,000   216,404 
Royal Norwegian Embassy - Nairobi  6,747,072   85,137 
United States Embassy - Nairobi  3,232,000   40,782 
Embassy of the Republic of China  647,040   8,165 
Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd  323,520   4,082 
Sunrise - China  968,862   12,225 
Crown Berger - Kenya  588,400   7,425 
Stichting Doen - Netherlands  3,964,390   50,024 
Hivos - Netherlands  4,006,800   50,559 
Stichting Cordaid - Netherlands  1,064,400   13,431 
Loes Vooijs - Netherlands  2,305,913   29,097 
Transparency International - Kenya  1,500,000   18,927 
FK Norway Project  1,686,639   21,283 
Mundial Productions - Netherlands  6,038,207   76,192 
Butlins - UK  3,550,877   44,806 
Terre des Hommes - Netherlands  3,649,652   46,052 
Hospital Project - Other Donations  850,081   10,727 
International Shows  7,056,809   89,045 
Local Shows  3,928,548   49,572 
Rental income  4,743,041   59,849 
Dubbelleuk - Netherlands  2,946,774   37,183 
Africa Yoga  4,253,150   53,668 
Private Donors  2,500,139   31,547 

Total Income 2010  83,702,314   1,056,181 

Total funds available 2010  94,255,866   1,189,348 
The funds were disbursed as summarized below:  
Foreign Echange Loss  1,100,568   13,887 
Project Management and Implementation (Including Personnel)  10,813,403   136,447 
Cultural Exchanges, Training and Capacity Building  43,506,923   548,983 
Premises, Equipment and Office Facilities  9,231,207   116,482 
Communication and Promotion  1,758,393   22,188 
Miscellaneous Component  2,481,030   31,306 
Total Expenditure  68,891,524   869,294 

Fund Balance as at 31 December 2010  25,364,342   320,055 

Represented By  
Cash in Hand  29,679   374 
Cash in Bank  25,112,666   316,879 
Receivables  1,218,655   15,377 
Payables  (996,658)  (12,576)

Total Fund Balance  25,364,342   320,055 

Please note that the fund balance represents designated funds for projects and activities for 2011.
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Do you like what we do and 
want to make a donation?

 Bank Details: Sarakasi Trust
 USD Account  1108440126 
 Euro Account 1105310299 
 KSH Account  1104970414 
 Kenya Commercial Bank
 UN Gigiri, P.O. Box 39402 
 Nairobi, Kenya. 
 SWIFT Code: KCB LKENX



Sarakasi Trust
P.O. Box 33339
00600 Ngara
Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254 (0) 20 2694026/7
Web: www.sarakasi.org
Email: info@sarakasi.co.ke

Find us on the web:
www.facebook.com/sarakasitrust
www.facebook.com/amanilazima
www.facebook.com/sarakasigroup
www.facebook.com/sarakasihotplot
www.youtube.com/sarakasikenya
www.twitter.com/sarakasitrust


